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1. The Need in the Community
The Welfare of Stray Dogs (WSD) Foundation in Mumbai is an NGO dedicated to addressing the
challenges faced by stray dogs through vaccination, sterilization, rehabilitation, and educational
campaigns promoting responsible pet ownership. During my initial visit, I witnessed the organization's
unwavering commitment to improving the lives of stray animals, many of whom were living in dire
conditions, neglected and in need of medical care. This experience deeply resonated with me, as I have
always harbored a strong passion for animal welfare. Observing the compassion and dedication of the
WSD team strengthened my resolve to contribute meaningfully to their mission. My desire to address the
struggles faced by stray dogs, coupled with my ability to organize and contribute to awareness efforts,
motivated me to collaborate with WSD. The visit not only gave me a deeper understanding of the
challenges faced by stray animals but also inspired me to support initiatives that enhance their well-being.

2. Planning the Service
Recognizing the pressing need for better care of stray dogs, I worked closely with my SSR advisor to
develop a plan that aligned with WSD’s goals. My first step was to understand the organization's
operations and determine how I could contribute effectively. I collaborated with the WSD team to create
an awareness poster, focusing on educating the public about the plight of stray animals and the
organization’s initiatives. Planning this project required me to analyze the needs of the animals and the
NGO, and the insights provided by the WSD staff were invaluable in shaping my approach. This phase
deepened my appreciation for the complexity of animal welfare efforts and prepared me to contribute in a
meaningful way.

3. Initiation and Execution of Service
Over four sessions with WSD, I actively engaged with their initiatives and contributed to their awareness
efforts. In the first session, I toured the WSD center, observing their facilities and understanding the
structure of their operations. This introduction provided me with a comprehensive overview of their
programs, such as vaccination and sterilization campaigns, as well as rescue efforts. During the second
session, I delved deeper into their initiatives, gaining insights into the challenges they face and the
solutions they employ to improve the lives of stray dogs. The third session offered me the opportunity to
explore how their work extends into community outreach, highlighting the importance of education in
driving change. Finally, in the fourth session, held at a school, I collaborated with the WSD team to
conceptualize and design a poster aimed at spreading awareness about stray dog welfare. Each session
provided a unique perspective on their work, allowing me to better understand the logistics and dedication
required to run an animal welfare organization.

4. Reflection
My experience with WSD was transformative, offering me a firsthand view of the compassion and
dedication needed to support stray animals. Witnessing the commitment of the WSD team inspired me to
further engage in similar initiatives, as I realized the significant impact even small contributions can
make. The journey heightened my awareness of the challenges faced by stray animals and deepened my
empathy for their plight. Additionally, it underscored the importance of community involvement and
collaboration in addressing such issues. Beyond the practical knowledge I gained, this experience left me
with a lasting appreciation for the efforts of organizations like WSD and reaffirmed my commitment to
contributing to animal welfare causes in the future.


